
Heading South!! 
In the never-ending cycle of Cook County reassessment the finger is pointing 
South by Southwest.  Reassessment notices will begin appearing later in the year.  
Remember you only have a 30 day window to file an appeal once you receive that 
notice so time is of the essence.    

If you don’t have any commercial/industrial property in the South and Southwest 
Townships of Cook County but have friends that do….we don’t mind if you mention our 

name!!  Ennes & Associates produces results no matter what part of Cook and the Collar Counties you pay 
property taxes from.  

Tell your friends to call us today! 
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Didn’t pay your Cook County tax bill by March 1?? 

Don’t Worry!! 
Remember this year the Illinois Legislature gave us one extra month to pay our property 
tax bills.  The bills, which reflect 55% of last year’s total tax bill, came out in early 
February and are due April 1. If you miss the April 1 deadline however, a 1.5 percent 
penalty will be levied. It is expected the first installment payment deadline will revert back to March 1 in 2012.  

You can pay them by mail, electronically at cookcountytreasurer.com, at a Chase Bank location or from 
personal accounts at 208 participating community banks.   

Just an FYI...if E&A successfully appealed your 2010 assessment this year you will see the reduction reflected 
on your 2nd installment property tax bill due out later this year. 
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Illinois 23rd in State Business Tax Climate Index 
The Tax Foundation recently issued its 2011 State Business Tax Climate Index which ranks the business tax climate in 
states across the county.  The Foundation uses five areas of taxation that impact business to perform the ranking.  The 
five areas are corporate taxes, individual income taxes, sales taxes, unemployment insurance taxes and property taxes 
both residential and commercial.   
 
Overall, Illinois ranks 23rd.  This is up from its ranking of 30th last year.  According to the study Illinois was able to move 
up because last year several states close to it in ranking enacted taxes that moved them down the list.  So, in essence, 
Illinois moved up by doing nothing!    
 
Some neighboring states were far lower in the ranking, Wisconsin came in 40th with Iowa a little further down at 45.  
However, Indiana was ranked 10th, Missouri 16th and Kentucky 19th.    
 
Here is how Illinois fared in each individual category:  Corporate taxes—27th, Individual taxes—9th, Sales taxes—39th, 
Unemployment Insurance taxes –41st and Property taxes—39th. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

Information is King! 

In this information age we all know that just about anything you want and 
more than you ever care to know is available about just about anyone or 
anything. The term information overload is taking on new meaning! 
 
However, in the case of E&A and your property we can never have too much 
information.  Many times we talk with clients and they tell us about replacing a 
roof or adding on or dealing with a flooded showroom long after those things 
have taken place!  Then it is too late for us to assess the effect that action 
would have on the value of your property.   
 
Shortly you will be receiving our annual property update form.  Please take the 
time to think about what has occurred with and to your property over the past 
year.  Also, what improvements or changes are planned for this year.  Even if 
you don’t see how this will affect your property’s value tell us about it.  You 
may be surprised. 

Buyer Beware! 
Recently a client forwarded to us an “official notice” they had received regarding a refund.  They asked if we needed this completed to 
obtain a refund from a successful appeal action we had taken.  It promised to obtain the refund check, for 30% of the amount, if the 
person would just complete and sign the attached form. 
 
We’re glad they sent the form to us.  First off, the Treasurer’s Office would not charge you to issue a refund check.  Once you provide 
them with proof that you paid the taxes they will issue the check.  No other payment is necessary. Second, if a refund was due to an 
appeal action we took we would obtain the refund for you. No other action would be needed by you.  

Savings Ticker…..Savings Ticker….Savings Ticker…Savings Ticker…..Savings Ticker…..Savings Ticker……Savings Ticker…..Sav 
Here is a small sample of the savings we’ve been able to secure, in the last quarter, for our clients 
$175,871 one year savings for a retail strip mall 
$107,172 one year savings for a manufacturing plant                    $96,336 one year savings for an automobile dealership  


